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RANKIN HOUSE

John Rankin, a Presbyterian minister dedicated to ] Sy
the anti-slavery movement, moved to Ripley, Ohio,in = .

=

1822. He settled on a farm in Ripley in 1828 where :.?&ﬂf
the Rankin House was built. The house sits at the E‘{'_é_
top of Liberty Hill, allowing one to see the Ohio .
River, the Ohio River valley and parts of Kentucky.
In the front of the house, at the bottom of the hill,
stretching upward, lies the reconstructed replica of
the 100-step stairway used by freedom seekers.
They climbed this “stairway to liberty” from the Ohio River, toward the lantern burning
in the window, up to the house that was their temporary safe haven in their long journeys
toward freedom. The house has secret rooms that were used to hide the runaway slaves.
John Rankin and his wife Jean helped safeguard close to 2,000 freedom seekers over

40 years. Much of their work to help freedom seekers reach liberty was done from their
home in Ripley, Ohio. The house is a National Historical Landmark, containing various
items from the Rankins.
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For a fee of $1 per student, school groups are welcome to take a guided tour of the house
and learn about the Rankins and their use of this safe house to provide food and shelter
to freedom seekers. As part of the tour, visitors can travel up the steps that slaves walked
upon. Groups are encouraged to call in advance to make tour arrangements.

From Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day, the house is open to the public
Wednesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday from 12 p.m.to 5 p.m. From
Labor Day to October 31, the house is open to the public on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., and Sundays from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. The last tour of the day, however, is always
at 4:30 p.m. For the rest of the year, the house is closed except for prearranged tours.

Admission is free for Ohio Historical Society members, $3 for adults, $1 for students
(K-12th grade) and free for children age five and younger who are not enrolled in school.
Tour groups may bring picnic lunches and eat under a pavilion along the river or on
shaded grassy areas.

For general information, please call 937-392-1627 or dial toll-free 800-827-8187. Written
inquiries may be made to the Rankin House, c/o Ripley Heritage, Inc., PO. Box 176,
Ripley, OH 45167.

Directions:

From Cincinnati, take U.S. 52 East, passing through Point Pleasant and New Richmond.
Ripley is on U.S. 52 about 25 miles from New Richmond. After you see the Ripley Village
sign, look for the Ohio Historic sign. As soon as you see signs for Ripley, start looking for
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Rankin Hill Road and signs for the Rankin House on the left. Turn left onto Rankin Hill
Road and follow it up the big hill until you reach the Rankin House at 6152 Rankin Hill
Road. Drive time from downtown Cincinnati is about 1% hours.

For more information:

http://www.ohiohistoryteachers.org/03/04/
http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/rankin/
http://www.ohiohistory.org/resource/teachers/ftswrh.html
http://www.ripley.k12.oh.us/ripley/historicripley/rankinhouse/rankin.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/travel/underground/oh3.htm
http://rims.k12.ca.us/ugr/urg_2001/day3_01/html/rankin.html
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/photo/sc1591.cfm
http://www.ripleyohio.net/

JOHN P PARKER HOUSE

A National Historic Landmark, the simple brick
house of ex-slave and abolitionist John P. Parker
is located on 300 Front Street in Ripley, Ohio,
close to the Ohio River. One can imagine how
its proximity to the river made it a beneficial
location for John P. Parker to live. This house
was a base of operation as he developed
strategies to help others escape from slavery
and worked against the system that he hated.

Parker was one of the few African Americans
to obtain patents in the 19th century and was
the co-owner of an iron foundry. Although successful in the iron foundry business, John P.
Parker risked his life to help others gain freedom. He planned rescues and reentered the
borderland slave areas in Kentucky at night. He crossed the river to lead slaves out of
bondage, away from danger and to the safe houses in Ripley.

Parker moved to Ripley, Ohio, in 1849 and lived in the Front Street house with his wife
and family. John Parker’s house was also a place where runaway slaves could hide in
Ripley. He was well known for his active involvement against slavery, his bravery, his
inventions and his passionate commitment to help people gain freedom.

The John P. Parker Historic Society restored the building and it is open to the public.
The house has the same schedule as the Rankin House. It is open Wednesday through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m., Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day weekend. After Labor Day weekend, it is open weekends
through the end of October on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sundays from

12 p.m.to 5 p.m. Admission is $3 for adults and $1 for students in kindergarten through
12th grade. There is no charge for children under age five.
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For further information about walking and driving tours of Ripley, the Underground
Railroad tour brochure and the John P. Parker House, contact Betty Campbell, of the
John P. Parker Historical Society, in Ripley, Ohio, at 937-392-4188 or 937-392-1627.

Directions:

From downtown Cincinnati, take U.S.52 East (Kellogg Avenue) out of Cincinnati. Continue
on this route as you follow the Ohio River to Ripley, Ohio. The village of Ripley sign is on
the right toward the river. Shortly after that, take a right on Sycamore Street, which ends
at the river. Take a right onto Front Street. The Parker House is the first house on the
street at 300 Front Street, Ripley, OH 45167. Drive time from downtown Cincinnati is
about 1% hours.

For more information:
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/page.cfm?ID=4600
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/travel/underground/oh2.htm
http://rims.k12.ca.us/ugr/ugr_1999/day3/parker.html
http://www.ripley.k12.oh.us/ripley/historicripley/parkerhouse/parker.htm
http://www.cincinnati.com/travel/stories/081802_daytrip.html
http://www.princeton.edu/~mcbrown/display/parker.html
http://www.ohioarchaeology.org/genheimer_10_2001.html
http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/groups/freedom.html
http://www.ripleyohio.net/

LEVI COFFIN HOUSE

The Levi Coffin House is a National Historical Landmark that was built in 1839. A
Federal-style brick house, decorated with pieces from the period, it was a major stop

for fugitive slaves. The home of Levi and Catherine Coffin is believed to have safely
concealed more than 2,000 slaves, thereby enabling the slaves to escape slavery for
freedom in the North. This eight-room house safeguarded the slaves for up to several
weeks at a time in places such as in a small upstairs room, which could be hidden from
discovery by pushing a bed in front of its doorway. Once the slaves regained strength,
they left this “Grand Central Station of the Underground Railroad” and resumed traveling.

Levi Coffin and his wife Catherine lived in Fountain City (then called Newport) for
more than 20 years. They were so successful in helping the slaves that all the slaves they
housed are believed to have attained freedom. When they moved to Cincinnati in 1847,
they continued their anti-slavery work and assistance to freedom seekers.

The State of Indiana purchased the Levi Coffin House in 1967. After undergoing a
restoration process, the house was opened to the public in 1970.

From June 3 through August 31, the site is open Tuesday through Saturday from 1 p.m. to

4 p.m. Central time; it is closed on July 4. From September 1 through October 31, the site
is open on Saturdays only, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Central time. To schedule groups during
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April and May, contact the site manager, Saundra
Jackson, by calling in advance 765-847-2432.
One can also request information from the site
by writing to the Levi Coffin State Historic Site,
PO.Box 77,113 U.S. 27 North, Fountain City, IN
47341 or faxing 765-847-2498.

The admission fee is $2 for adults and $1 for
students age six to 18. The fee for pre-scheduled
school groups is $0.50 per person.

Directions:

Pick up U.S. 27 North out of Cincinnati.A good way to pick up 27 and avoid the heavy
traffic on I-275 between I-71 and I-75 is to take Ronald Reagan Cross County Highway
West all the way to I-275. Take I-275 North toward Dayton/Columbus, then take the 27
North exit. Proceed on U.S. 27 through Oxford, Ohio, to Fountain City, Indiana. In Oxford,
Ohio, and some small towns in Indiana, 27 makes some odd turns, but continue on it. The
site is on the right side of the road, 115 Main Street, about nine miles north of Richmond,
Indiana. Parking is available on the north side of the building. Drive time from downtown
Cincinnati is about two hours.

For more information:
http://www.indianahistory.org/heritage/levic.html
http://www.in.gov/ism/HistoricSites/LeviCoffin/PlanningVisit.asp
http://www.visitrichmond.org/
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/travel/underground/in2.htm
http://www.waynet.org/nonprofit/coffin.htm
http://www.in.gov/ism/HistoricSites/LeviCoffin/historic.asp
http://www.visitrichmond.org/history/levicoffin/
http://www.indianamuseum.org/
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COFFIN MARKER AT SPRING GROVE CEMETERY

Levi Coffin, Quaker and abolitionist, is known for his dedication to the antislavery
movement and his tireless commitment to harboring escaped slaves in his home. He is
called the President of the Underground Railroad. He is buried in Cincinnati’s historic
and beautiful Spring Grove Cemetery.

Although Quaker graves typically are either unmarked or without a standing headstone,
the Coffin grave marker is a monument that stands six feet high and two feet square.
African Americans raised the money for the marker and went to a Quaker (Friends)
meeting to get the approval to erect a monument to the Coffins. The Coffins’ grave
marker includes the following inscription: “Aiding thousands to gain freedom, a tribute
from the Colored people of Cincinnati, Ohio.” They unveiled it on Decoration Day, May 30,
1902, to honor Levi and Catherine Coffin for their abolitionist work. One can locate this
marker by going to the cemetery’s Spring Grove Avenue entrance and into the
administrative building, where assistance is available.

The cemetery, chartered in 1845, is one of the largest nonprofit cemeteries in the United
States. Many politicians, public servants and Civil War generals also are buried there.

One can enter the cemetery Monday through Sunday between the hours of 8 a.m. and
6 p.m. During the summer (May 1 through August 31), the cemetery is open Monday and
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and all other days from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The cemetery also offers a variety of events throughout the year, including 45-minute
walking tours for groups of 25 or more. These can be scheduled Monday through Friday
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. by calling the office at 513-681-6680 or by faxing
to 513-853-6802.

Directions:

To get to the cemetery’s location at 4521 Spring Grove Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45232
from I-75 South, take the Mitchell Avenue exit and bear right. Proceed to Spring Grove
Avenue and turn left. Go through the next two traffic lights, past Winton Road. The
cemetery is on the right.

For more information:
http://www.soulofamerica.com/cityfldr2/cincinnatil1.html
http://www.indianahistory.org/heritage/levic.html
http://famousamericans.net/levicoffin/
http://www.springgrove.org/springgrove/sg_home. HTM
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAScoffin.htm
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/famousSearch.cgi
http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/coffin/coffin.html
http://www.waynet.org/nonprofit/coffin.htm
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/2001/07/01/tem_a_journey_to_past.html
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HARRIET BEECHER STOWE HOUSE

Located at 2950 Gilbert Avenue in the Walnut
Hills/Evanston area of Cincinnati, Ohio, the
Harriet Beecher Stowe House is open to

the public Tuesday through Thursday from

10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Admission is free and by
appointment only.

In 1832, Harriet Beecher Stowe and her
sister moved from Connecticut with their
father, Dr. Lyman Beecher, a Congregationalist
minister, to Cincinnati, where he served as
president of Lane Seminary. The seminary
built the house in 1833 as a home for its president. Harriet Beecher Stowe moved out of
the house after she married Calvin Ellis Stowe in 1836. Five months later, expecting their
first child and unable to travel, she returned to the house and lived with her family while
her husband traveled to Europe to do research. Harriet Beecher Stowe is known for
writing the anti-slavery novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

The Harriet Beecher Stowe house is an educational and cultural center that offers
the public the opportunity to learn more information about the Beecher family, the
abolitionist movement and African American culture and history.

Appointments for groups or individuals to take the self-guided tours must be made in
advance by contacting the Citizens Committee on Youth at 513-221-7900. The house is
closed on major holidays.

Directions:

From I-71 South, exit at William Howard Taft. Exit bears right, but get into left lane.
Immediately turn left onto Essex. Essex dead ends. Turn left onto MacMillian. Cross over
I-71, travel approximately 5 blocks, turn left onto Gilbert Avenue. Watch on your right for
the house—2950 Gilbert Avenue. Be ready to turn right before you pass the house.
Parking is in back. Drive time from downtown Cincinnati is about 10 minutes.

For more information:

http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/stowe/
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/travel/underground/oh1.htm
http://www.ohwy.com/oh/h/harbeesh.htm
http://www.placesohio.com/ohio-historic-sites/HarrietBeecherStoweHouse/
http://www.americanwriters.org/places/stowe.asp
http://rims.k12.ca.us/ugr/days_02/day1_02/pages/stowe_house.html
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HARRIET BEECHER STOWE SLAVERY TO FREEDOM MUSEUM

The Harriet Beecher Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum is a brick structure of Georgian
architectural style. Also known as the Marshall Key House, this was once the home of one
of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s students. It was during a visit here in 1833 that she observed
slaves being sold on the auction block. This event so profoundly influenced her that
almost 20 years later she wrote the anti-slavery novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

On display at the museum are several items that are characteristic of the grandeur of the
antebellum period. A piano and spiral staircase are some of its more beautiful decorative
aspects. The house also retains the original woodwork, mantels, doors, floors and chair
rails. The museum features a variety of editions of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a quilt that Harriet
Beecher Stowe slept under when she visited, as well as a Parker tobacco press, invented
by a former slave, John P. Parker. Included among the museum'’s collections are slave
shackles for neck, ankles and wrists; slave chains; Civil War guns and pre-Civil War
documents.

Behind the house is a two-story brick smoke house with a metal roof that pre-dates the
residence. The first floor is made of dirt and the second floor has a plank floor. Vertical
slits, where guns might have fit, are observable at four heights on the second floor. At
the time, this small building might have offered the residents of the home refuge in case
of attack.

The museum is open from mid-April to mid-December. One can schedule group tours
during the week by calling the Washington Visitor’s Center at 606-759-7411. On Saturdays,
the museum is open from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. On Sundays, it is open from 1 p.m.to 4 p.m.
Admission is $3 for adults and $1 for children age 12 and under. There are special rates
for school groups. For general information, write Harriet Beecher Stowe Slavery to
Freedom Museum, PO. Box 184, Washington, KY 41096 or call 606-759-4860.

Directions:

Take 1-275 West to the AA Highway. Proceed east on the AA Highway. Make a right onto
Route 68. Continue past Maysville Community College. At the next stoplight, make a left
turn. This will take you into “Old Washington.” Continue for about a mile. The museum is
located at 2124 Old Main Street, Washington, KY 41096. It is about four miles south of
Maysville, Kentucky. Drive time from downtown Cincinnati is 1% hours.

For more information:
http://www.washingtonky.com/stowe.html
http://washingtonkentucky.com/museums/beecherstowe.html
http://www.washingtonky.com/tours.htm
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RICHWOOD PRESBYTERIAN (MARGARET GARNER’S CHURCH)

Richwood Presbyterian Church is the oldest Presbyterian Church in Northern Kentucky.
Since 1834, it has been a part of the community, with a permanent structure being erected
in 1842 or 1843. Although that building was destroyed by a fire in 1869, the church was
rebuilt in 1870 on the original site, where it has remained.

The church was originally called Richwood Station and began with 13 people who
petitioned Presbyterian Church leaders to have a church. The church grew from that
original group. From the time it was first built, the church allowed slaves to become
members. It was one of the few places where slaves could meet. Of the white members,
some were slave holders and some were not. Because of this division in the congregation,
the issue of where the church stood on slavery remained unclear. At the time, the
church’s session members could deny a person the sacraments if they felt he or she

was living a sinful life.

During the antebellum period, there was a split in the Presbyterian Church, where the
New School Assembly declared slavery a sin and the Old School Assembly declared the
abuse of slaves a sin. The Richwood Presbyterian Church remained Old School during the
split. Some slave holders, nevertheless, allowed their slaves to read and write as a means
to prepare for the “safe and beneficial termination of slavery.”

One reason Richwood Presbyterian Church has historical significance is because
Margaret Garner’s name appears in its membership records. Margaret Garner is a woman
who escaped from slavery on a Kentucky plantation. When she and her family were
discovered by slave catchers, she opted to try to kill all of her four children, rather than
have them endure slavery. She successfully managed to slit the throat of one of her
daughters before she was captured.

For more information about the church or to schedule a school group tour, please call
859-485-7200 in advance. For larger groups, it is recommended that one contact the
Boone County Historical Society, PO. Box 23, Florence, KY 41022-0023.

Directions:

From I-71/1-75 South take the Richwood Exit (#175). Head west on Richwood for
approximately 1.8 miles until you reach the first intersection marked by a stop sign.
To the right lies the church, next to the cemetery.A parking lot is available behind the
church. Drive time from downtown Cincinnati is about 30 minutes.The address is
1070 Richwood Road, Richwood, KY 41094.

For more information:
http://www.s-t.com/daily/11-98/11-15-98/€07a€185.htm
http://www.richwoodpresbyterian.org/
http://www.presbyteryofcincinnati.org/Congregations/Richwood.htm
http://www.cincypost.com/2002/mar/30/wecker033002.html
http://www.fsbassociates.com/fsg/modernmedea.htm
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